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process. And his explanation of any process of the kind
with which he is concerned must consist in exhibiting it
as an instance of the operation of such general laws of
appetition, in showing how it may be analytically regarded
as a conjunction of appetitions according to the general
laws of appetition that he has established. According
to this view, then, the acts of human beings, all our
volitions, our efforts, our resolutions, choices, and
decisions, have to be explained in terms of the laws
of appetition. When, and not until, we can exhibit
any particular instance of conduct or of behaviour as
the expression of conative tendencies which are ulti-
mate constituents of the organism, we can claim to
have explained it.

Owing to the great development of physical science
in modern times and to the immense success that has
attended its attempts to explain physical facts in terms
of the laws of mechanism, there obtains very widely at
the present time the opinion that we understand mechanical
process in some more intimate sense than we can under-
stand appetitive process; and that, therefore, it is the
business of all science to explain its facts in terms of the
laws of mechanism, and that appetitive processes can
oaly be rendered intelligible if they can be reduced to the
mechanical type. But this is a delusion. Of the two
types of process, we certainly understand the appetitive
more intimately than the mechanical; for we directly
experience appetition, we have an inside acquaintance
with it, as well as acquaintance of the purely external
kind which is the only kind of acquaintance that we have
with mechanical process. And when metaphysicians
attempt to go behind the distinction of mechanical and
appetitive processes (which for science is fundamental)
and attempt to show that processes of the two types are
really of like nature, the most plausible view seems to be
that which regards mechanical process as reducible to
the appetitive type or regards it as, perhaps, representing
a degradation of process of the appetitive type. This,
at least, is the view which has been and is maintained by
some of the most distinguished metaphysicians and which